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Details of advertisement

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Naming the Roundabout at the Intersection of Kidman Way and Thorne Road

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 13 August 2024 it was resolved that Council propose to
name the roundabout at the intersection of The Kidman Way and Thorne Road the “Khalsa Chowk”
and that the naming proposal be placed on public exhibition for a minimum of 28 days. Council is
required to notify the public and provide the opportunity for submissions regarding this item.

The naming proposal document may be viewed at the Council Chambers, 1 Benerembah Street
Griffith, the Griffith City Library and on Council’s website at griffith.nsw.gov.au/onexhibition

Anyone wishing to make comment on the naming proposal can do so in writing addressed to the
General Manager, Griffith City Council, PO Box 485, GRIFFITH NSW 2680 or visit Council’s
website to provide an online submission.

Submissions received will be included in a report to be presented to an Ordinary Meeting of
Council. As such, copies of all submissions (including the writer's name and address) will form
part of Council’'s Business Paper and be available to the public. Should you wish to have your
contact details withheld it is recommended that you request this in your submission.

Comments or submissions will be received up to 4.00 pm, 12 September 2024.




Griffith City Council REPORT

CLAUSE CLO06

TITLE Naming the Roundabout at the Intersection of Kidman Way and Thorne
Road
FROM Phil King, Director Infrastructure and Operations

TRIM REF  24/85277

SUMMARY

A request has been received from the Griffith Sikh Community in preparation for the
celebration of the 10 year anniversary in mid 2025 to name the roundabout at the
intersection of Kidman Way and Thorne Road.

RECOMMENDATION

(@) Council propose to name the roundabout at the intersection of The Kidman Way
and Thorne Road the “Khalsa Chowk”.

(b) Council place the naming proposal on public exhibition for 28 days.

() If no public submissions received, the name be formally adopted and
appropriate new signage be developed for Council’s review and implementation,

(d) If any public submissions are received, then a further report be provided to
Council for determination.

REPORT
The Griffith Sikh Community are preparing to celebrate their tenth anniversary of the
Gurdwara at the current site on the Kidman Way. This milestone marks a decade of the Sikh

Community's active participation and contribution to the cultural diversity and social fabric of
Griffith.

It has been requested that the Roundabout is named the “Khalsa Chowk”. The term "Khalsa"
holds profound significance within the Sikh community, representing purity, equality, and
dedication to community service. Naming the roundabout "Khalsa Chowk" would not only
honour the Sikh community's heritage but also symbolise the inclusive spirit of Griffith.

Chowk is a term that represents the intersection of roads at a roundabout.

OPTIONS
OPTION 1

Council adopt the recommendation.
OPTION 2

Any other resolution of Council.
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Naming the Roundabout at the Intersection of Kidman Way and Thorne Road

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Council’'s Roads & Open Spaces — Naming Policy (IM-CP-201), see attachment (a), does
not provide direction to naming a roundabout or an intersection of roads.

There are other roundabouts in Griffith with names:

NAME INTERSECTION NOTES
Kissells Roundabout Willandra Avenue, Recognition of a local owner,
(Corner) Jondaryan Avenue, Watkins | Kissell.

Avenue, The Kidman Way

Bagtown Roundabout

Watikins Ave, Old Willbriggie
Road, Kurrajong Avenue,

Recognition of nearby site of
Bagtown.

Thorne Road

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There will be a small cost for the installation of a sign to recognise the name of the
roundabout. This is estimated to be less than $5,000 and can be funded from Council's
Road budget.

LEGAL/STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS

It is proposed that both Transport for NSW and the NSW Geographical Names board be
contacted and advised of the proposed name for the roundabout. Naming a roundabout is
not a formal process requiring the approval of the NSW Geographical Names Board, nor is
there a formal process under the Road Act 1993 or the NSW Roads Regulation 2018.

It is proposed that the name be placed on public exhibition for 28 days, providing opportunity
for submissions from the public to be received for the consideration of Council.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

Not Applicable

COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS

Griffith is home to significant cultural and religious diversity. There is an opportunity to
recognise the Sikh community by naming the roundabout, which is a prominent crossroad
very close the Gurdwara, a Sikh place for assembly and worship.

The implications are that other community groups may wish to name various items of
infrastructure within the Griffith LGA to provide recognition of their own culture or religion.
Council will need to consider the flow on effects of this particular request and understand
how future requests will be considered.

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 4.2 Encourage an inclusive community that
celebrates social and cultural diversity.

CONSULTATION

Senior Management Team

Ordinary Meeting of Council | 13 August 2024
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ATTACHMENTS

(@) (IM-CP-201) Roads & Open Spaces - Naming - Public Policy

(b) Roundabout Naming Request to Council

Ordinary Meeting of Council | 13 August 2024
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£ Roads and Open Spaces - Naming
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(PUBLIC POLICY)

1 Policy History

Revision No. Council Meeting Date Minute No. Adoption Date
1 Before 24/04/90 - Before 24/04/90
2 14/01/03 25 14/01/03
3 08/03/05 74 08/03/05
4 11/05/10 0142 11/05/10

Suspended 27/01/15 15/005 -

5 27/03/18 18/107 4/05/18
6 28/11/23 23/275 2/01/24

2 Policy Objective

To ensure a consistent and coordinated approach to the naming of new roads and open
spaces in the Griffith Local Government Area (LGA).

3 Road or Place Name Proposals

a) Proposed names for roads and open spaces shall be selected from the Griffith City
Council Road and Place Name Register. Existing names in this Register have been
reviewed for suitability, but are still subject to evaluation in the NSW Place and Road
Naming Proposal System (Proposal System) and subsequent approval for use by the
GNB.

Proposals (including new proposals received by request via Council resolution or
unsolicited proposal requests received by Council) to include a name in the Griffith City
Council Road and Place Names Register shall be subject to GNB compliance
guidelines and proposed via the NSW Place and Road Naming Proposal System to the
GNB for approval. If approved by GNB, the request for entry into the Council Road and
Public Place Name Register will be by Council resolution.

Proposals for road names for a new development in the LGA may be received from the
Applicant during the Development Application process, noting that road naming needs
to be done early in the development process. Name proposals may be the individual
preference of the Applicant (up to one or one half of names required) or may be selected
from existing entries in the Council’s Road and Place Names Register (at least one half
of names if more than one name required).

However chosen, all proposed names must meet any GNB compliance guidelines and
attain pre-approval by the GNB using the NSW Place and Road Naming Proposal
System prior to presentation to Council for public exhibition and adoption.

b) Once pre-approval status (for roads only) for a name proposal is granted by the GNB,
Information Management staff will submit to Council either i) the request for inclusion in
Council's Road and Place Names Register or ii) to name new developments.

Record No.: 14/15163 Roads and Open Spaces - Naming IM-CP-201 Page 1 0of 6
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c) Requests to either use a name from the Giriffith City Council Road and Place Names
Register, or use names proposed by an Applicant for a new development will require a
resolution from Council to publically exhibit the request (normally 28 days on the Council
website and Newsletters) and seek submissions prior to adopting the name.
Submissions received are presented to Council for consideration.

4 Naming of Roads

The naming of roads in NSW is standardised to ensure that the process is transparent and
easy to understand for regulatory bodies and members of the community. A consistent
approach to road naming benefits emergency services, transport and goods and service
delivery and provides opportunities for community consultation when determining road
names. Road names not officially and correctly recorded can impede the delivery of
emergency and other services to residents and businesses. With the centralisation of
emergency service operational dispatch centres in NSW, uniqueness is the most essential
quality when proposing a new road name. Duplication of similar and like sounding road
names should be avoided as these names can cause confusion for operaticnal dispatch and
delay emergency response times.

Under the Roads Act 1993 (Part 10, Division 4, Section162), Griffith City Council and
Transport for NSW are the road naming authorities for the Griffith Local Government Area
(LGA) and are responsible for the naming of roads. The Geographical Names Board (GNB),
under the authority of the Surveyor-General, is a relevant party and must be notified of any
new road names, among other parties. As such Council may exercise its power to name all
public roads, subject to the Geographical Names Board NSW Addressing User Manual.

Road naming authorities must adhere to the procedure outlined in the NSW Road
Regulation 2018 and policy outlined in the NSW Address Policy and User Manual. With
specific regard to Procedure 1; Council will publish notice of the proposal on the Council
website and will accept online or written submissions in relation to the proposed name.
Submissions received will be considered and presented to Council for final approval.

Proposals for names for roads in the Griffith Local Government Area (LGA) shall be
selected only from Griffith City Council Road and Place Names Register following the
proposal procedure (Section 3)

a) The Geographical Names Board (GNB) is the authority for geographical, suburban and
boundary names in NSW and operates under the Geographical Names Act 1966. The
GNB has the power to assign, alter or discontinue names of places and approve that a
recorded name of a place shall be its geographical name. The GNB applies principles
to ensure consistency of naming thereby reducing the potential for confusion.

b) Unigqueness is the most essential quality to be sought in proposing a new place name.
It is also essential that place names reflect community sentiment and are relevant to
place. These principles facilitate reliable electronic searching essential for navigation
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6 Adoption of Names (Roads or Places)

a)

p)

c)

systems, service delivery and public safety. The purpose of place names is to primarily
provide unambiguous direction and reference to geographical entities. Duplication of
locality names is to be avoided.

Names for open spaces in the Griffith Local Government Area (LGA) shall be selected
only from Griffith City Council Road and Place Names Register following the proposal
procedure (Section 3). The GNB Secretariat can provide preliminary feedback on the
suitability of a place name.

If a place name is proposed it must follow the following process:

GNB Secretariat review the proposal and prepare a report for the Board
The Board review the proposal at the next scheduled meeting (there are 5 per year)
The Board can either:
o Approve the name to be advertised
o Reject the name
o Defer the decision
o Approve the name to be advertised with modifications (modifications need to
be agreed upon by Council)
¢ |f approved to be advertised, the GNB Secretariat will advertise in a local
newspaper and receive submissions from the public for a period of one month
¢ Following the public submission period council review and comment on any
objections received. If no objections are received the name is assigned.
* The Board will then reconsider the proposal and all objections and decide to either:
o Approve the name (with or without modification) to be recommended to the
Minister for Customer Service, who has the final say
o Reject the name
o Defer the decision.

Regardless of the nature and origin of a road or place naming or renaming request, the
naming of public roads and places shall only be approved by way of adoption of a
resolution of Council following public consultation.

For place names - It is a legislative requirement of the GNB to then advertise the
proposals for public comment (Section 8 of the Geographical Names Act).

If no objections are received, the names are published in the NSW Government
Gazette making them official geographical names.

If objections are received, council is asked to comment on the objection and if it wishes
to proceed, the Board reconsiders council’s request. If the Board agrees, a report is
submitted to the Minister for final approval. If approved by the Minister, the names are
published as above.

Under Section 15 of the Geographical Names Act 1966 (Act), it states it is an offence to
publish unofficial place names that have not been assigned under the Act in publications
and maps.
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d) Under Section 7 of the Road Regulation 2018, it states that a roads authority may not
proceed with a proposal to name or rename a road against an objection made by a
relevant party (GNB).

7  Aboriginal Place Names

As stated in the GNB Place Naming Policy, Aboriginal place names are preferred for the
name of any place that does not have an assigned geographical name.

Prior to submitting an Aboriginal name for consideration by the GNB, the proponent should
consult the Local Aboriginal Land Council and Aboriginal communities on all matters
concerning Aboriginal place names occurring in their area of current occupation and
traditional association, in line with self-determination policies. This includes any proposals
to assign new names, alter spellings of existing names or assign dual names.

Dual Naming

Dual naming may be used for naming of a physical and environmental place of
significance to the local Aboriginal Community when a non-Aboriginal geographical name
already exists. It applies to geographical features such as a river, mountain, creek, caves
etc however it does not apply to localities, roads or towns.

https://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/229494/Aboriginal_Place_Names
pdf

8 Renaming of Roads or Places

Where arequest is received to rename a road, consideration will only be given in exceptional
circumstances and where doing so will comply with GNB Guidelines. Determination will be
made on an individual basis and without precedent.

9 Definitions

The Geographical Names Board of NSW - Place Naming Policy (July 2019) maintains a
Glossary of Designation Values

Public Place — Park, Reserve
Road — Road, Carpark, Pathway

Universal Naming Principles -

a) Uniqueness is the most essential quality to be sought in proposing a new road or
place name. A name will be regarded as a duplicate if it is the same or similar in
spelling or sound to an existing name.

b) Road and place names shall be written in standard Australian English or a
recognised format of an Australian Aboriginal language local to the area of the
geographical name.
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c) Road and place names shall be easy to prenounce, spell and write, and preferably
not exceed three words (including any designated term) or 25 characters. An
exception to this is in the use of Aboriginal names when it is accepted that a
traditional name may at first appear to be complex but will, over time, become more
familiar and accepted by the community.

d) Commercial and business names shall not be used, particularly where the name
can be construed to be promoting the business. However, business names no
longer in use and which promote the heritage of an area are acceptable.

e) Road or place names shall not be offensive, racist, derogatory, or demeaning (refer
to NSW Anti-Discrimination legislation)

f) Road or place names shall not include initials e.g. A F Wyatt Reserve.

g) Road or place names shall not include the definite article (the) as the sole name
element of a place name e.g. The Reserve is not acceptable.

h) Naming often commemorates an event, person or place. The names of people who
are still alive shall not be used because community attitudes and opinions can
change over time. It is a requirement that a person is to have been deceased for at
least 12 months before an application to commemoratively name a road or place
name after them is deemed acceptable.

i) Aboriginal names are encouraged and shall be in the local language, chosen in
consultation with the Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) or Aboriginal
Communities.

For a full list of road naming and suburb/locality naming principles please refer to
the NSW Address Policy and User Manual 2021.

For a full list of place naming principles please refer to the GNB Place Naming
Policy.

10 Legislation

Roads

a) Local Government has the statutory authority responsibility to as a road naming
authority (RNA) under the Roads Act 1993 and Roads Regulations 2008 for naming
and gazetting regional road and local roads.

b) RNA must exhibit naming proposals and serve notice on persons and bodies as
defined in Roads Regulations 2008 regarding road naming proposals

c) The NSW Place and Road Naming Proposal System supports the application of
road naming processes.

d) The NSW Address Policy and User Manual 2021 outlines the GNB and NSW
Spatial Services policy, principles, processes and procedures for addressing in
NSW.

Place Names, Suburbs and localities:
a) GNB has statutory responsibility under the Geographical Names Act 1966 to assign

names to geographical features and places and to determine suburb and locality
boundaries in NSW.
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11 Related Documents

19/20003 - GCC Road & Place Names Register - Current - Future - Private

17/33178 -  Procedure - Online Road Naming Proposal Checklist - Information
Management

NSW Address Policy and User Manual (May 2021)
Geographical Names Board of NSW - Place Naming Policy (July 2019)

Geographical Names Board of NSW - Guidelines for the determination of place names
(September 2018)

Geographical Names Board of NSW - Naming a place (September 2018)

Geographical Names Board of NSW - Commemorative naming fact sheet (September
2018)

12 Directorate

Economic and Organisational Development
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THE GURDWARA SINGH SABHA SOCIETY
GRIFFITH (NSW) INC
11 Rae Road Griffith NSW 2680
PO Box 231 Griffith NSW 2680

Email: info@griffithgurdwara.com
ABN: 23 959 601 199

To

The General Manager
Griffith city council
Griffith NSW 2680

Dear SiryfMadam, | hope this letter finds you well.

| am writing on behalf of the local Sikh community, which is preparing to celebrate its
10-year anniversary in mid-2025. This milestone marks a decade of our community's
active participation and contribution to the cultural diversity and social fabric of Griffith.

In light of this significant occasion, we respectfully submit the following requests to the
Griffith City Council:

1. Naming of the New Roundabout at Kidman Way and Thorne Road:

We propose naming the new roundabout as "Khalsa Chowk." The term "Khalsa" holds
profound significance within the Sikh community, representing purity, equality, and
dedication to community service. Naming the roundabout "Khalsa Chowk" would not
only honour our community's heritage but also symbolise the inclusive spirit of Griffith.

We believe this request, if granted, will greatly benefit the community by recognition
and inclusion for the Sikh community.

We are more than willing to collaborate with the council to discuss these proposals
further and to provide any additional information or support necessary to facilitate these
requests.

Thank you for considering our proposals. We look forward to your positive response and
to continuing our productive relationship with the Griffith City Council.

Yours sincerely,
Thanks Regards

Harpreet Singh

General Secretary

The Gurdwara Singh Sabha Society Incorporated.
Griffith N.S.W. 2680
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